Research Strategy

Kids Kidney Research focuses on paediatric research into the prevention and cure of renal illness and associated areas. In particular we primarily support research that falls into the following areas:
· Defining the best treatment for those children who suffer from chronic kidney disease

· Exploring new therapies which can potentially heal damaged kidneys 
· Finding the faulty genes which can run in families and cause kidney dis
eases 
To maximise the benefit of our funding, we accept grants at an early stage of research, often providing pump-priming to initiate research that will be carried forward by larger grant-providing bodies if successful. An example of this is a recent grant to develop a DNA bank developed from babies with kidney disease. This early stage research tests the validity of such an approach. We are, therefore, key in ensuring the initiation of new research.

All applicants must be resident in the United Kingdom and the project and employment must also take place in the United Kingdom.   

The maximum research project grant available is £100k.  

Applications for Grants must be received by Kids Kidney Research only between 1st September and 31st December in any given year.  Applications at other times will not be considered unless by prior agreement.


Kids Kidney Research will provide a decision on each application by 30th June of the following year, with drawdown of the grant scheduled for September of the same year.


Kids Kidney Research will not pay for travelling expenses, advertising for posts, secretarial work, stationery or contribution to general departmental overheads.  Kids Kidney Research will NOT consider applications from individuals for their own salaries or those of co-investigators

Kids Kidney Research will not pay the full economic cost (FEC) of research.  For the sake of clarity, Kids Kidney Research is a ‘peer review’ charity i.e. all applications will be peer reviewed and charity Trustees advised accordingly as to the appropriateness of any individual grant application

Grant recipients will be asked to complete a progress report after 3 months.  An interim report will be requested half way through project research.  A lay description, including up to five descriptive keywords, must accompany each report.  The report should not exceed one A4 page. 

A final report will be required at the end of your research and should include a lay summary, and be accompanied by a list of publications (including abstracts & scientific presentations) related to the work.  Start-up research reports should clearly indicate how the work will be taken forward.   It is expected that this will be provided at the time of submitting your final invoice. 

Payment of a grant will be made upon receipt of a claim invoice certified to be correct personally by either the Chief Accountant or Finance Officer of the host institution


Invoices may be submitted according to the following schedule:
         20% initial draw-down at start of project

         35% 2nd draw down (receipt of 3 month progress report is required)

         35% 3rd draw-down (receipt of interim -half way – report is required)

         10% tied to final report.  

To mitigate the potential additional risk of such a policy, close scrutiny of every research application is undertaken by our Medical Advisory Panel and several applications have been either modified or rejected as a result. We believe this strategy to be sound, and of critical use to research bodies. 
Our strategy is discussed and reviewed annually at Trustee meetings.
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