Kids Kidney Research regulations and notes for the guidance of grant recipients


Kids Kidney Research (formally known as the Kidney Research Aid Fund)

RESEARCH PROJECT AND START-UP GRANT 

REGULATIONS & NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF GRANT RECIPIENTS

1. Eligibility
All applicants must be resident in the United Kingdom and the project and employment must also take place in the United Kingdom.   

· The maximum research project grant available is £100k.  The maximum grant must not be spread over a two or three year period, unless by prior agreement.

· Extensions and supplementary grants are not available.

2. Preparation of the Application

· Applications must be laid out in accordance with the specified instructions on the Research Project and Start-Up Grant Application Form.

Note: Please observe any guidelines on the length of applications.  Unpublished results that are essential for assessment of the application may be provided as a single page appendix.  

In addition please note the new requirement of providing two external reviewers for each project application.  Reviewers, who can be based outside the United Kingdom, should not be associated with the university/hospital/research institution where the research will be conducted, nor with the Medical Advisory Panel of Kids Kidney Research.

3. Dates Pertaining to an Application


· Applications for Grants must be received by Kids Kidney Research only between 1st September and 31st December in any given year.  Applications at other times will not be considered unless by prior agreement.


· Kids Kidney Research will provide a decision on each application by 30th June of the following year, with drawdown of the grant scheduled for September of the same year.


4. Reports and Publications

· Grant recipients will be asked to complete a progress report after 3 months.  An interim report will be requested half way through project research.  A lay description, including up to five descriptive keywords, must accompany each report.  The report should not exceed one A4 page. 

· A final report will be required at the end of your research and should include a lay summary, and be accompanied by a list of publications (including abstracts & scientific presentations) related to the work.  Start-up research reports should clearly indicate how the work will be taken forward.   It is expected that this will be provided at the time of submitting your final invoice. 

· Acknowledgement of Kids Kidney Research support must be made in all publications resulting from work concerned.  These will be requested by Kids Kidney Research for up to three years following completion of the research.

5. Intellectual Property Rights, Patents & Copyright

· It is important that Kids Kidney Research is informed as soon as possible about any proposals for the commercial development of the results of research to which they have made a financial contribution.  Any such development may only be undertaken with Kids Kidney Research sharing any financial benefit that results.

6. The use of Patients and Animals

· If any award is made in principle then Kids Kidney Research will require evidence of Home Office and / or Ethical Approval prior to the assignment of funding.

· The Use of Animals and/ or Patients and Human Tissues in funded research - See Appendix.

7. Employment of Staff

· Kids Kidney Research does not act as an employer and, therefore, in all cases where support is provided for the employment of staff, the host institution undertakes to issue a contract of employment in accordance with any relevant Acts relating to the conditions of employment.  Kids Kidney Research are not employers and not responsible for claims under any statute or common law, nor will they indemnify the host institution against any claim for compensation or against any other claim for which the host institution may be liable as an employer.

· A full CV for staff appointed as Research Fellows or Assistants must be submitted on appointment.

· Applicants should not use a grant to enable a staff member to work for a degree or diploma, which requires more that the maximum period of the grant or exceeds the maximum grant.

· Applicants are required to state the appropriate point on the salary scale at which staff will be employed.  Staff costs for each year covered by the application must be based upon a reasonable estimate of costs likely to be applicable during the currency of the project as 
a result of future nationally awarded salary increases.  (Supplementary salary grants are not available).

8. Items of Expenditure

· Kids Kidney Research will not pay for travelling expenses, advertising for posts, secretarial work, stationery or contribution to general departmental overheads.  Kids Kidney Research will NOT consider applications from individuals for their own salaries or those of co-investigators

· Kids Kidney Research will not pay the full economic cost (FEC) of research.  For the sake of clarity, Kids Kidney Research is a ‘peer review’ charity i.e. all applications will be peer reviewed and charity Trustees advised accordingly as to the appropriateness of any individual grant application

· Items of capital expenditure in excess of £10,000 will require special justification in relation to the projected work.

9. Financial Arrangements
· Your Finance Department will be required to submit to Kids Kidney Research a copy of invoices for all equipment and supplies for which reimbursement is claimed.  Applicants must ensure that their Finance Department understands and accepts this requirement.  VAT zero rating must be applied to all equipment purchased.

· Payment of a grant will be made upon receipt of a claim invoice certified to be correct personally by either the Chief Accountant or Finance Officer of the host institution


Invoices may be submitted according to the following schedule:
         20% initial draw-down at start of project
         35% 2nd draw down (receipt of 3 month progress report is required)
         35% 3rd draw-down (receipt of interim -half way – report is required)
         10% tied to final report.  
10. Termination of Grant

· When Kids Kidney Research makes a grant, it reserves the right, without notice, to terminate it should they so wish.  In such a case, Kids Kidney Research will reimburse the host institution for expenditure properly incurred under the award up to termination day, but will not in any event be responsible for, nor indemnify, the host institution against any matters arising from the employment of staff

· A grant that has not commenced drawn-down within 12 months of an offer letter being forthcoming by Kids Kidney Research to the grantee, will automatically be withdrawn  

· Where a grant has been withdrawn, any subsequent application for re-introduction of such a grant must be undertaken as a new application.  Grantees are expected to apply only for grants where work will commence within this twelve month draw-down period and no notice will be given by Kids Kidney Research of termination after this period.

11. Limitation of Kids Kidney Research Liability

· Kids Kidney Research is not responsible, financially or otherwise, for the expenditure or liabilities arising out of the work other than those listed in the formal award letter.  All expenditure under this grant should be governed by the normal standard and procedures of the host institution.
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APPENDIX 
POLICY ON THE USE OF ANIMALS IN FUNDED RESEARCH

Animal experimentation is essential for some types of biomedical research and the process is regulated by law.  All research projects involving the use of animals are licensed by the Home Office and all the researchers and the procedures on which the experiments are performed must also be licensed.  All these processes are rigorously policed by the Home Office Inspectorate.

Kids Kidney Research from time to time approves projects involving animal experimentation when there is no suitable or practical alternative.

Such Grants are only awarded when the researchers provide convincing arguments that:

a)
The research question being addressed is of sufficient importance and justifies the use of animals;

b)
The use of animals is essential, and that the question cannot be answered using alternative methods;

c)
The proposed experiment should answer the research question;

d)
The number of animals is the minimum required to answer the question posed, and the species chosen is appropriate;

e)
Home Office regulations relating to pain and distress of the animals is adhered to absolutely at all times;

e) The experiments will only be performed on premises of the highest standards licensed by the Home Office.

POLICY ON THE involvement of Patients, Control Volunteers or Human Tissues IN FUNDED RESEARCH

Kids Kidney Research requires that research involving patients and control volunteers is subject to approval by an Ethics Committee and requires receipt of a letter of approval before an award is activated.

Kids Kidney Research requires that research involving human tissues and samples is conducted in accordance with the Medical Research Council's published guidelines on Human Tissue and Biological Samples for use in Research'.  This will involve:

· appropriate approval from an ethics committee

· appropriate consent from the patients or next of kin.

· treatment of the material with appropriate respect and conformity to the Data Protection Act 1998.

Full details are available at the MRC Website: www.mrc.ac.uk
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